
  

Bulletin 
BLYTHWOOD 

March was a short month with lots of 

interruptions due to the March Break. We 

are now into the final stretch with many 

activities to keep all the staff and students 

very busy. 

We have had some new registrations for 

September 2017, but have also lost a few 

students to private school for next year.  Our 

staffing allocation remains similar to this year 

with the exception that we must have a 3/4 

combined class in our model in order to 

meet the Ministry caps and guidelines. As a 

result, our model will most likely have many 

combined classes. The staff and the parents 

have been busy working on a staffing model 

for next year. The numbers are very tight 

and as always there is a very high potential 

that there will be a reorganization in early 

October due to the projected enrolment not 

matching the actual enrolment. Stay tuned.  

The “Me to We” Dance-a-thon was a huge 
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Save the 

Dates 
Each Spring Grades 3 and 6 
students across the province 
write the EQAO provincial 
assessment in Reading, 
Writing and Mathematics. This 
year Blythwood students will 
be writing at the end of May. 
Parents of Grades 3 & 6 
students, thank you for not 
scheduling appointments on 
the following dates: 

Grade 3 EQAO Dates 

 Thursday, May 25th   

 Friday, May 26th   

 Monday, May 29th   

Grade 6 EQAO Dates 

 Wednesday, May 31st  

 Thursday, June 1st  

 Friday, June 2nd  

Vo lume 10 

I ssue  6  

Ma rch  2017 

Sp i r i t  D ay :  L i f e ’ s  a  B eac h !  

success. Thank you to Ms. Shnaider, our 

parent volunteers and the “Me to We” group 

for helping to run this event. We raised over 

$10 000 which met our very ambitious goal. 

It was a great event with a lot of dancing. 

The proceeds will go to provide health care 

in Kenya. 

The Grade 6 production of “Best of Both 

Worlds!” is in its final preparations. Ms. 

Shnaider, Ms. Khan, Ms. Gale, Ms. 

Lindsay and the grade 6s, plus the Junior 

Choir and Glee Club have been very busy 

getting ready for the performance on April 

26th. 

Spirit Day was a fun day on March 31st with 

lots of our students wearing beach wear. It is 

great to see the spirit at Blythwood continue 

to be so positive. The next Spirit Day will be 

on April 29th and students and staff are 

encouraged to wear Crazy Hats.  



  

Tuesday, April 4 

 Scientist in the School, Gr.4 Truman 

Wednesday, April 5 

 Badminton tournament at Ledbury 
Park PS 

 Pizza Lunch 

Thursday, April 6 

 Blank Canvases workshop, Gr.5 
Milne 

Friday, April 7 

 Acorn Gift Card orders DUE 

Tuesday, April 11 

 PSA Executive Meeting, 8:45am in 
the library 

Wednesday, April 12 

 Firefighter presentation, FDK 
Holmes, Pollock & Zacaj 

Friday, April 13 

 Good Friday, school closed 

Monday, April 17 

 Easter Monday holiday, school closed 

Wednesday, April 19 

 Staff Appreciation Luncheon 

Friday, April 21 

 April Walk to School Day 

 Kortright Centre field trip, Gr.1 
Lindsay, Zamora & 1/2 Circelli 

 Blythwood Earth Day Clean-up 

Monday, April 22 

 “The Best of Both Worlds!” dress 
rehearsal, PM 

Wednesday, April 26 

 Pizza Lunch 

 The Blythwood Players present… 
“The Best of Both Worlds!”, 6:30pm 
in the gym 

Thursday, April 27 

 Blythwood Track & Field, school 
meet, all day 

Friday, April 28 

 Spirit Day: Crazy Hats 

 Blythwood Track & Field, rain date 

 Farm field trip, FDK Holmes, Pollock 
& Zacaj 

Principal’s Message    continued from p.1 

April 2017 
Mark Your Calendar Apps 

Grade 5 and 6 Badminton has just begun and track and field will be starting soon. 

The soccer teams and Ultimate Frisbee will also begin to start their practices in the 

very near future. Thanks to all the coaches and parent volunteers for helping with 

these teams, without you this would not be possible.  

Our chess team competed in a tournament at John Wanless Public School and we 

had some favourable results.  

We have also had great participation on Walk to School Days. Earth Hour was 

celebrated on March 24th with all students talking about how they will make 

positive changes in their use of the environment. We also have some other very 

valuable initiatives coming up soon. Thank you to Ms. Ugolini and Andrea 

Stephens (our parent volunteer) for supporting and running the ECO club at 

Blythwood.  

The warm weather is hopefully just around the corner. Please plan to walk to 

school with your children and help alleviate some of the traffic congestion. It will 

also help the environment. 

Yours truly, 

Kathy 
 

The Power of the Peel 
March’s Walk to School Day saw a turnout of about 155 students. The Eco Club 

Kids came up with the idea of “The Power of the Peel” to lead into April’s Earth 

Day month, and gave out mandarin oranges to show an example of “Nature’s 

Natural Packaging!” They also had green bins on hand, encouraging everyone to 

compost their waste, thus returning the "natural package" to the earth, for the 

nutrients to be broken down and recycled back into Nature - instead of the garbage 

dump!  

RETHINK. REDUCE our Waste. REUSE what we can. 

Create Less to RECYCLE! 



  

The Current 
News from the PSA/C 

On behalf of the PSA and the PSC we would like to take this opportunity to say 

a heartfelt thank you to our Principal, Kathy Dingley. She will be retiring at the 

end of this year and is going to be missed here at Blythwood! We can’t even 

begin to describe in words what Kathy has meant to our school and the 

immeasurable impact she has had on our children over her 8 years as Principal 

of Blythwood. She has brought an intangible quality to the school that has made 

it a place that is welcoming to our families, provides an enriched learning 

environment and gives our children amazing opportunities to grow as 

individuals.  

The last PSA/PSC General Meeting 

for the year will be held on Tuesday, 

June 13th, at 8:45 am in the 

Blythwood P.S. Library. Our PSA 

budget and PSA/PSC executive 

positions will be voted on and other 

plans for next year will be discussed. 

We welcome your input and ideas. 

Babysitting is available upon request.  

If you have any questions or 

comments regarding the PSA/PSC, 

please feel free to contact either 

Andreana or Dena at 

andreana.mencke@rogers.com, or, 

denamulhahy@rogers.com. 

Warmest Regards, 

Andreana Mencke 

& Dena Mulcahy 

Blythwood PSA/C Co-Chairs 

 

What makes Kathy so special to us 

is that she knows our children and 

our families. She cares about each 

and every child at Blythwood and 

has an open-door policy for 

everyone. This has made our school 

such a special place for our children 

to come to every day and to learn.  

We will miss Kathy for so many 

reasons that are too numerous to 

list. To share our favourites would 

have to include: We will miss her 

annual Halloween costume in the 

Blythwood Halloween Parade or 

when she dresses up in a Garfield 

costume to celebrate the kids’ 

fundraising efforts. We will miss her 

cheering from the sidelines at 

Blythwood’s sports events and 

humming along during our 

children’s choir performances. We 

will miss all of her amazing dance 

moves at the annual Lip Sync 

competition and when she yells out 

of her office window at double 

parked cars to tell them to move!  

Kathy is the very, very, best and has 

given her heart to our school during 

the years that she has been our 

Principal.  

We will miss you Kathy!  

We thank you for a great run!  

Never Miss a 

Chance to Dance 

The “Me to We” club has been 

raising money for health care in 

Kenya. Blythwood students raised 

just over $10 300 - congratulations! 

As a reward, the students celebrated 

with a Dance-a-thon. Every grade 

busted out their best moves to their 

favourite songs on March 8th. 

Dancers were given prizes by the 

DJs, and got to go up on the huge 

screen where the music videos were 

played. It was great fun, while 

raising money for a great cause. 

Thank you all for your generous 

donations and to the “Me to We” 

club for making this possible. 
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Boys Basketball 
By: Aaron K. and Will M. 

The Boys Basketball Team had an amazing season this year! After 

playing one stellar game against Allenby and winning decisively our 

best player, Asier, got injured and was out for the rest of our season. 

The team persevered through it and made it to the semifinals and 

sadly lost by only 1 basket to the team that moved on to win the city 

finals. We would like to send a huge thanks to Mr. Haywood for 

being a fantastic coach and spending lots of his personal time to 

give us an amazing experience and season. Go Bulldogs!  

Team Roster: Asier A., Chris M., Aaron K., Will M., Logan D., 

Brendan C., Jacob S., Niklas K., Ryan K., Simon C., Luke E., 

Kevin M., Charlie F., Daniel M., Frankie P. 

  

 

Girls Volleyball 

The Girls Volleyball Team had a successful season, 

making it all the way to the city finals – congratulations! Thanks to 

Ms. Compton, Ms. Milne and Ms. Nixon for coaching us this 

season. 

Junior Hockey 
By: Will M., Nik K. & Brendan C.  

This season the Junior Hockey Team went further 

than we have ever gone in twelve years! We were 

undefeated until we faced a worthy challenger in 

the semifinals – John Wanless Public School. It 

was a hard-fought game and a close one. We lost 

in a winning effort. It was a great experience to 

play with all of our teammates and we learned so 

much this season. We earned a banner with pride. 

A special thanks to all the coaches and organizers 

who helped us get this far: Mrs. Hutchison, Mr. 

Panos, Mr. Katz, and Mr. Bunker.  

GO BULLDOGS GO! 

 



Cause’ It’s The Best of Both Worlds! 
By: Elena V. 

In April 2017, Blythwood students will be taking to the stage to perform the 

play Best of Both Worlds! The story is about a Woodsman, an incidental 

character that wants to be more – a hero. When the wicked step sisters cross 

into reality he finally gets his chance. He travels from the fairy tale world to a 

high school and meets Danica. Together they prevent the wicked stepsisters  

from becoming class president. The play also 

shows the importance of working as a team.  
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Heritage Day 
By Brendan C. 

Heritage Day took place on Monday, February 27th. All grades 4, 5 and 6 

students participated in this day-long event that allowed students to bond with 

one another in a celebration of inclusivity, unity and culture.  Heritage Day was 

a great experience because students were able to learn about different cultural 

crafts and traditions from all over the world.   The activities included: Chinese 

Lantern Making, First Nations Beading, East African Mancala, Global Knitting, 

Japanese Origami, Aboriginal Dot Art Painting and a Global Conflict 

Mannequin Challenge. The day concluded with a spectacular HOZA assembly 

which involved dancing, singing and instrumental performances by two South 

African performers.  Many teachers helped to make this day a success as they 

engaged students in informative and creative hands-on activities.  Their time 

and efforts were appreciated by all junior students.  Ms. Khan was instrumental 

in putting this day together and making it a great success!  It was a wonderful 

learning opportunity that all students agree was a fulfilling and entertaining day! 

 

Spirit Day 

Life’s a Beach! 



 


